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To the ' PUBLIC. 


H E ſubſequent Diſcourts + was 
deſigned for the Uſe of : a ſmall | 


5 Congregation, and not for the ws — 
Eye; * but, from Miſrepreſentations 1 1 


= the Docctrines inculcated in it, the | 


Author in Vindication of himſelf i wn 


- obliged to appeal | from the Prejudices 


of afew, to the Candour of theWorld. ” 


For that End, the Diſcourſe is publiſh —|| 


ed, as it was delivered; and though i 


many Improvements might have been 


; made i in it, the giving of 1 it to the Pub- 
lic as it was preached, ſcemed more 5 
proper for ſhowing the Injuſtice of 5 

thoſe, who cavilled at t the Sentiments, 


ad: 


(„* 1 


1 — vin railed-; at the Writer. Should fo EL, 


= rrifling a Performance as this attract 


the Critic 3 Notice, he need only be 
told, in Extenuation of the Faults he 
may meet with, that in hebdomadal 


Diſcourſes neither the elegan . of : 


Compoſition nor the Accuracy of Ex- ” 


preſſion can be expected, which are re- 
quired in thoſe, that are written for 


the Public. But as it is of much more 


Importance to be a good Paſtor and a 


5 good Citizen, than a good Writer, 5 
| however deficient this Sermon may 
5 prove me to be i in the latter Character, : 
I hope that it will not reflect Diſgrace 5 
upon me in either of the former. m 

A 


 DISCOUR SE, Oc. 


ROMANS a 7: 


"RENDER To ALL THEIR DUE: : 10 WHOM TRIBUTE, TRIS 


BUTE; ro WHOM CUSTOM, CUSTOM ; ro WHOM f FEAR, ; 


FEAR; 10 W Ob HONOUR, HONOUR. | 


we act. 
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2 T- this Time, my beloved Hearers i it is my 
5 Intention to diſcourſe to you on theſe Words 
[a] 14 of St. Paul, and to point out briefly, not only 
rue the Extent, but the Reaſon of the Precept. 
F irſt then, it ſhall be ſhown to whom the Words of the 
T ext are applicable; ſecondly, the Reaſon and Propriety : 
| of their being ſo applied: and thirdly, ſome general Re- 
flections ſhall be made on our preſent State, and Argu- 
ments offered, in Juſtification of the Principles on which 
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X 2 „* : 
Sr. Paul begins the Chapter, from which my Text is 


extracted, with inculcating Obedience to Magiſtrates ; and 
leſt, from ſubtile Diſputes, it might be doubted, who are 


ſo, he declares that the Powers that be are ordained of 0 


5 God. On this Principle chen, we can be at no Loſs 60 


| aſcertain the Perſons, whom the Mandate of the holy 8 


Apoſtle reſpedts; for it is evident to the meaneſt Capa- 


city, „ that the Authority, however founded, which! is re- 
cogniſed by the Majority of a People, is that, to which 
legal Obedience i is due. The Circumſtances i in which "_ 


Paul wrote, and the People to whom he writes, are the 


cleareſt Proofs that this was his Notion ; for the Roman 
; People were then groaning under the Yoke of a tyrann ical : 
Government eſtabliſhed on the moſt nefarious Wicked- 
neſs, Yet to their Rulers, Obedience, Reverence and 


Honour are inculcated. What! methinks, I hear ſome 
One fay, ſhall Obedience be the Reward of Injuſtice, or 


T Reverence be paid to Infamy, or Honour be the Meed of 


triumphant Villany ? No: but a patient Reſignation to 

the Will of God, 2 calm enduring of Injuries, * meck 7 
and lowly Carriage, are in all Times and Situations the | 

abſolute Duty of a Chriſtian. Whatever happens in this 
World, 18 either 1 in conſequence of the Command or the 


Fermiſſion ” 


1 N 
permifion of Almighty God ; and therefore Arbe 


under IIls is our Duty as rational Beings, and a placid 
Submiffion to them the Characteriſtic of a Chriſtian. 
This Truth, my « dear Auditors, you are all ready to al- : 
9 low; and the Inference from it is undeniable, that on 
80 thoſe Principles St. Paul enforced Obedience, Reverence, 
- and Honour to the Powers in being. He entered not - 
: into nice Diſquiſitions on the C Origin of Power, or on the 
— beſt Form of Government, but remained fatisfied | with : 
5 ; knowing, that, in whatever Situation Man is, he i 1s placed N 
1 there by God | and ought to diſplay his Satisfaction in it, 1 
„ * a chere Performance of thoſe Duties, which it 


Have thus ſhown to whom St. Paul thought Obe- 
dience, Reverence and Honour due, I ſhall proceed to 
"the. ſecond Diviſion of my Subject, and endeavour to al- 

EY ſign the Reaſon, and exhibit the Propriety of his Opinion. 
It is obvious that che Almighty, in forming. Man, im- 
planted 2 Defire of Happineſs, and endowed him with 

the Power of diſcerning the Means of attaining it; and, 

whilſt he remained innocent, he was never diſappointed 
of his End. But con, too ſoon, Paſſion began t to ſeize 
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Po Virtue could only be recoyered to Mankind 

- vine Revelation perfected and elucidated by our bleſſed . 
. Lord. By it we are directed 1 in every Point which relates Es 

> the procuring of that Peace, the World cannot beſtow ; ” 

but we are left entirely to our Reaſon i in Reged to thole - 

8 8 . chat 3 our external gp. 


is 


"hu - Objeds with ſack Violence, that Reaſon was thruſt : 
5 aſide ,—Happinefs, though ſought, was generally miſſed, 8 > 
: ; L and Miſer y found in its Stead. The great Author of his „ 
85 | Being was forgotten, or neglected; ;—Enormities advanced 
with g gigantic Strides; ; and a pure Knowledge of God and 


J that di- 


Or theſe, the chief i is | Government; ad as a Proof 1 


| that every Nation i is at Liberty to inſtitute that Form of 5 
it, which is moſt ſuitable to the Genius of the People, . 
which is beſt calculated to maintain internal Peace, and 

repel foreign Violence, there is not a Syllable reſpecting ; 

- Government! in the Books, which compoſe the New Teſta- 
ment. Obedience to Laws, and Honour to Rulers, are 

: every where preached up; but that implies nota Predilec- 


tion for any Code of Laws, or Species of Rulers. On the 


- contrary, as Power can only be ſupported by the People, ” 
= and ey] Individual has a Right | to chooſe the Sort of 


Rule 


4+) e 
Rule to wad he ſhall ſubject himſelf, Obedience is con- 


| ſequently due from all the Members of a Society to thoſe ES 


Laws and Regulations, which the Power, acknowledged 85 
by that Society as Supreme, promulgates. The Neceſlity 
of this Conſequence ariſes from the Nature of Society; ; for + 
where every Individual acts entirely from his own Senti- 
: ments and Caprices, chere can be no other Connection Po 


: than what i is met with in a Heap of Sand: the Particles 


have juxta- poſition, and that is all. But Society, or , 


Civil State, is a compound moral perſon, whoſe Will = 
ZE united by thoſe Covenants which paſſed previouſly amongſt - 
the Multitude, 1s deemed the Will of all; in order that it 


1 5 may uſe the strength and Riches of private Perſons for 5 


Th maintainin 2 the common Peace and Security. "Tu preach 
. therefore Obedience to Laws, and Honour to Rulers, i is to 

£7 promote the Good of M ankind ; and an oppoſite Doctrine 

could not fail to break every Bond of civil Union, and to 


place Man in the State of all other carnivorous Animals, 2 
0 ſolitary and unſocial, Beſides, that Procedure was highly 


proper in an Apoſtle, as being intimately connected with N 
i the leading Doctrine of Chriſtianity, Peace and Good-will 
to all Men: and were brotherly Love and Charity once to 
prevail, the odious Diſtindtion of Tyrant a and Saves Maſ⸗ 


ter 


* — . — W 


1 6 * 
ter and Servant ſhould quickly vaniſh, ad nothing would 


be left i in their Room but Friend and Brother. But hu- 
man Depravity and Weakneſs admit not of ſuch Felicity, = 


Wo and the Purpoſes of ſocial Union can only be anſwered by 


inculcating Obedience to Laws and Honour to Rulers. 8 
Neither Chriſt nor his Diſciples. came to overturn or eſta- 
| bliſh Empires, but to lead Man by Faith and good Works 
to eternal Life. This was their Aim, —this their only Ob- 
ject; and they permitted him to ſee k, by virtuous Means, 5 
his Peace and Security f in this World, in whatever Way ; 
| was agreeable to him. 5 . 


1 SHALL now requeſt your Attention to the third gene- 5 
ral Diviſion of my Diſcourſe, and truſt, through the ” | 
vine Aſſiſtance, to make ſuch Reflections on our preſent 
State, as ſhall be conſonant with the Principles of that 
Religion of which F am an unworthy Miniſter ; to ad- 
vance ſuch Arguments in Fayour of our Conduct, as ſhall 


8 not diſgrace a good Citizen; and finally, to prove chat any 
other mode of Acting than that, which we have adopted, - 


| would have been impolitic, immoral, and contrary to the 5 


Spirit of the Goſpel of Chriſt. Many Vears have now 


3 clapted, lince human Paſſions produced a Flame, and ge- : 


Re nerated | | 


1 


3 1 a Schiſin fatal to the Vniſormity of Belief and 
= Worſhip in this Nation. o develope theſe Paſſions, to 
enter deeply i into the Merits of the Queſtions, on which 5 
Catholics and Proteſtants differ, would at preſent be invi- : 
” dious, and foreign to my Purpoſe; but I cannot „ 

congratulating this Audience and myſelf that we, through 

-- 7 We Goodneſs of God, have been enabled to adhere to the PE 

Faith and the Church of our Anceſtors. Fatally for us 


as Men, and as Catholics, political Intereſts became in- 
volved with religious, and from the Acrimony and Injuf- 
nee incident to all human Contentions, a Catholic, and an 
Enemy to civil Liberty, were held by our Fellow ſubjects „ 
to be ſynonimous Terms. 'To this Error are the ſevere i 
Laus to be attributed, which were enacted againſt us, and | 
Which like a Rod of Iron hung over our Heads, till the 
Humanity of our Sovereign, and the luminous Spirit of 
| the other Branches of our Legiſlature ſtepped forth to re- 
75 lieve us. They long knew that an entire Submiſſion of 
| the Will i in religious Matters, which have the Holy Spirit 
for their Author, implied not a like Deference to any A 
i thority i in political; and they eagerly ſeized the firſt Abate- ; 
ment of popular Phrenzies and Prejudices, to give us that Eo 1 
Relief, which their Wiſdom and their Philanthropy told 
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them, we merited. That any part of bis subjects ſhould 
: for Conſcience Sake labour under civil Diſadvantages, 
ſeemed to our mild, enlightened and gracious Prince, 


= cruel and unchriſtian ; and being convinced that no poli- 


tical Opinions or Attachments could be peculiar to us as 


5 Catholics, he reprobated the Idea of the Adherence for- 5 


: merly prevalent amongſt the Members of our Church to a 
h nformanete Family, originating from our religious 


—” Principles, but juſtly attributed it to an Error of Judg- 


ment, or of Education, common to us with many of his 
| Proteſtant Subjedts, | 


And here, my 3 Audience, I muſt aſk. you, 


= whether theſe generous Sentiments claim not our Gratitude, 


| our Love for our Sovereign ? Can we behold him ſtretch- _ 
ing out his paternal Hand to help us, without putting up 
to Heaven our moſt fervent Prayers for bis Safety? ? Or can 
we hear of his amiable and pious Conduct in private Life, 
without beſeeching the Almighty to illuminate his Mind, 
and to lead him to Truch and Happines ? No—my Fg 


Hearers ! we cannot : and, independent of every Cong . 


deration, every human Being has a Juſt. Claim to our 
ET Prayers and 0s Offices. | 


I- SHALL 


T3 F 


1 SHALL. now beg Leave to advance, as a Citizen, 
ſome Arguments in Juſtification of the public Profeſſion 


of our Amity to the preſent Government, which we have i 1. 
Ho all made, or are to make; and I ſhall then conclude by | 


5 ſhowing that an oppolite Conduct would have been im- 


8 politic, immoral, and contrary to the Spirit of the Goſ- 
pel. It was alleged in a former Part of this Diſcourſe, 1 


„ that God had allowed every Nation to inſtitute that Syſ- oe 
5 tem of Rule, which was moſt conformable to its Genius; e 


55 and that every Individual was bound to obey the Laws, oY 
"nad to reverence the Rulers. The Power ot inſtituting a 7 
- . of Government neceſſarily comprehends the Power : 
” 3 ging it; and whatever change is induced by the . 


5 Majority of a People i is legal, on the ſame Principles as | 
the original Form. We ſhall not enter into a Diſquiſition ” 
on the Cauſes of the Revolution, or the Conduct of thoſe, 


who forwarded or oppoſed it ; but ſhall aſſert, that, that 


| Event having been accompliſhed by the Majority of the 
5 Nation, the preſent Government is legal, and Obedience 


N and Aſſiſtance to it, the Duty of every Briton. But ſome 


Zealot may alk ! ſhall a Diſciple of the true F aith be ſub- 


” ſervient to thoſe, who teach erroneous Dodtrines ? ? Yes, 


: Friend! though the Almighty ſhould permit your: Nation 
| B . 


a5 


_t err, it is s your Duty to ſubmit to its s Legiſlature | in every 


Point, which regards Temporals, and by a meek and hum- = 
bo ble Deportment, by a prompt and cheerful fulfilling of all 


your civil Duties, to ſhow that the Religion you profes 


= has taken Poſſeſſion of your hearts, and regulates your . 


Actions. Methmks this over-zealous Perſon | rejoins, 


theſe Doctrines are novel, and were unknown to our Ah. 


ceſtors. You are wrong, Sir! For the Reaſon that the 


preſent i is the firſt Oath of Allegiance taken by Catholics N 


. to this Government is, that till now there never was an 5 
. Oath tendered to them, in which the renouncing of the 1 


ſpiritual Power of the Holy Father was not a Part, This 
then was their Motive for rejecting the Oaths offered to 


. them, and not any political Tenets; and their conduct N 
did them Honour, as it ſhowed that a: real Catholic will 1 —— 
ſuffer every Thing rather than abjure his Conſcience. It , nd. 
has been urged by ſome, more warm than wiſe, that the 1 

Oath we have taken i is ignominious, by ſuppoſing us to hold e 


Opinions, which we deteſt, and therefore that it ſhould ; 


. have been refuſed. But thoſe, who reaſon. ſo, talk not 1 


5 like Chriſtians, To bear Slanders and Injuries patiently, 
"i the Command of Chriſt ; and we ſhould rejoice A 


Th Opportunity of teſtifying 1 that, indulged in our religious 


Opinions, 


I} e 
= Opinions, 1 no Inſults, no | Obloquies ſhall pre revent us from _ " 
Es ting the Part of mu and FO Salzer. gy 


We 16H wi my y dear Auditory, what han been al- b 


ready aid, and favour me with your particular Attention . 
—- what I am about to ſay. The Importance of the Sub- 5 
8 ject demands it, for a Miſtake here is fatal. 1 mean to 


1 85 : prove that an oppoſite Conduct to ours with reſpect to ta- . 


king the Oath of Allegiance would be impolitic, immo- . 


5 | Tal, and contrary to the Spirit of the Goſpel. | Firſt, It is : 
| allowed on all Hands that Allegiance and Protection are 5 


. reciprocal; and therefore that he Who is protected owes, : 
A a Duty, Allegiance to the protecting State. In former N 


. Inſtances, as the Abjuration of the ſpiritual Power of his 85 
. Holineſs always made a Part of the Oath tendered to ca- = 


5 tholics, the not taking of it (though it debarred us from 
- the Benefit of the Engliſh Laws) by being attributed to | 


its true Cauſe, hindered the executive Power from gene- 


rally inflicting thoſe Pains and Penalties, which a Refuſal = 


of Allegiance on political Motives i is by al States thought 
to merit, Self. defence is with reſpect to States, what it 
is in regard to private Perſons, the firſt Law of Nature; 
and the only Security of the Duration of 1 State! is the Al- 

— B 2 e  legiance 


(=) 5 
teglance « of the Individuals that cp it. In the pre- 


1 Caſe then, as every religious Obſtacle was removed, fo 
: had we teien the Oath of Allegiance, we muſt have | 


Do been conſidered as Enemics to the eſtabliſhed Government = 


ot our Country, and ſhould juſtly have incurred the Ri- | 


gour of the Law. Our Sufferings too could not have 


been conſidered as originating from a perſecuting Spirit, 


5 but from 2 Deſire in our Countrymen to preſerve that 


-— Syſtem of Government, which excites the Admiration, 
and attracts the Envy of the whole World. Amidſt our 


3 Sorrows we ſhould not have had the Couſolatiom of ſuf- 


fering i in the Cauſe of Religion, but the Mortification of 
loſing our private Peace, and of materially injuring the 
Intereſts of the Catholic Church, in Defence of abſurd or 
5 diſputed ] Points of political Credence. Would that have 
been meritorious? Would it have been rational? 


In the ſecond Place, with reſpeet to che Immorality 


; f of acting oppoſitely to what we have done, a few Words 


: will demonſtrate it. Morality is a Syſtem of Duties, 
teaching what Obligations very Relation in Life has at- 


tached to it, Amongſt « theſe Relations, are thoſe of Gover- 5. 
nor 


nor and governed; and the Non-performance of the Du- 
ties ariſing from them i is a Breach of Morals. The chief h 
; Duties of the Governor are Love and Protection; of the 
governed, Honour, and Obedience i in all Things conſiſt- = 
ent with the Purity of Chriſtian Belief. Need I draw the - 
Inference? for, ſince, | in the preſent Caſe, there | 18 nothing „ 


= contrary | to that Purity, Non-compliunce muſt, by conſe- 5 


TT quence, be a Deviation from moral ReQtitude: = 


Lan That Sobjecton to the Powers that be, is 
a ; Chriſtian Doctrine, my T ext clearly diſplays; and to 5 
add any Thing to what 1 have already advanced to 

illuſtrate the Subject, or to prove that oppoſite Principles 

1 are contrary/ to the Spirit of che Goſpel, would be Labour 85 


| loſt; 1 


I HAVE now therefore only to expreſs my Happineſs : 
that we begin to enjoy ſome of the glorious Privileges of 15 

5 Britiſh Subjects, and my Hopes that « our Readineſs to pro- N 
feſs our Attachment to the eſtabliſhed Government, wilt 5 
foon obtain for us the Benefit of them all,—But to thee, 5 
GE 0 God! > 
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0 God! ! who i in thy own ut Time adminiſtreſt . - 
fort to the Afflicted, be eternal Praiſe and Honour, for all ; 


the Bleffin gs which thou conferreſt OT us. Anen. 
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